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You have no obligation to
give. It is a choice you have

to make for yourself.

If you are unable to accept
how the money may be spent,

consider donating to an
organization or group that

supports individuals
experiencing homelessness

instead. 

Am I willing to accept that I
have no control over how the

money is spent?
Answer the following questions to
help guide your decision making in
giving to individuals to who are
panhandling. 

SHOULD I GIVE
TO PEOPLE
WHO ARE
PANHANDLING?

DO I HAVE MONEY
TO GIVE?

Will I be respectful and politely
decline if I am unable to give

again in the future? 

Consider how you will
respond to individuals in the

future and examine your
internal biases before giving.  

You have taken the
right steps and can give

if you are able to. 

Treat the person
with respect and

kindness. 

Say “no” in a way
that honours their

inherent worth as a
human being.

Other Resources:

Homeless Hub: Should I Give
Money to Panhandlers Fact Sheet

The Case Against Criminalizing
Panhandling

https://homelesshub.ca/resource/should-i-give-money-panhandlers/
https://homelesshub.ca/resource/should-i-give-money-panhandlers/
https://homelesshub.ca/resource/should-i-give-money-panhandlers/
https://policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/fastfacts-case-against-criminalizing-panhandling
https://policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/fastfacts-case-against-criminalizing-panhandling

